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Introduction 



AR Wireless Stereo Speakers eliminate the hardest part of adding 
speakers to almost any location in your home - running and hiding 
hundreds of feet of speaker wire. Like FM radio, the AR Wireless Speaker 
System's 900MHz signal travels with ease through walls, floors, ceilings 
and other obstacles, delivering high-quality stereo sound virtually 
anywhere inside the house or out. With drift- and static-free reception 
along with outstanding range - up to 300 feet* - the possibilities for 
enjoying your AR Wireless Speaker System are nearly unlimited. 
AR Wireless Stereo Speakers are compatible with most audio sources, 
such as TVs, DVD players, VCRs, A/V receivers/amps, stereos, 
computers, and portable devices (CD players, cassette players, M P3 
players etc.) 

This manual covers various connection options and detailed operating 
instructions for making AR Wireless Speakers a valued part of your 
lifestyle. If, after having reviewed the instructions, you have any 
questions, please contact our Customer Service Department at 
1-800-732-6866. 

*Range may vary according to environment. 
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I. Location of Functions 



Speaker Front View: Speaker Back View: 




A. Tuning indicator light (tuned) D - Battery compartment cover 

B. Standby/Charging indicator E. Speaker power input jack 
light (stdby/chrg) F. Left/mono/right switch 

C. Power/ volume/ scan control G . Carrying handle 



Transmitter Front View: Transmitter Back View: 




H. Audio level indicator light Transmitter power input jack 

J. Input level control 
K. Audio input cable 
L. Channel select switch 



Accessories: 




P. y/' headphone adapter 




0 . "Y" adapter cable adapter (x2) - 15V DC 



II. Connecting the Speaker 



I. Powering the Transmitter 

Connect the small, round plug from the transmitter AC power adapter (M) to 
the transmitter power input jack (I) and plug the other end of the transmitter 
AC power adapter (M ) into any standard 120V AC wall outlet. 



Transmitter 




120V AC 
wall outlet 



Note: Be sure to use the AC power 
adapter rated 12V DC 100 mA. 
Note: There is no transmitter ON /OFF 
switch. The transmitter is designed to be 
left plugged in and powered at all times 
If you do not intend to use the AW871 
for an extended period of time, you may 
wish to unplug the transmitter AC power 
adapter. 



II. Connecting to an Audio Source 
i. Connecting to an A/V Receiver: 



Transmitter 




A/V Receiver 



H "Y" adapter cable (O) 



Audio Input Cable (K) 



ii. Connecting to a TV: 



Transmitter 




"Y" adapter cable (O) 



Audio Input Cable (K) 



1. Connect the included "Y" adapter 
cable (0) to the 3.5mm mini plug 
cable coming out of the 
transmitter. 

2. Connect the RCA-type left (white) 
and right (red) audio plugs on the 
"Y" adapter cable to the 
corresponding left and right audio 
outputs of your A/V receiver, amp 
or other audio source. 

1. Connect the included "Y" adapter 
cable (0) to the 3.5mm mini plug 
cable coming out of the 
transmitter. 

2. Connect the RCA-type left (white) 
and right (red) audio plugs on the 
"Y" adapter cable to the 
corresponding left and right audio 
outputs on the TV. 



iii. Connecting to a Stereo or a Computer: 



Transmitter 






Stereo 








1 1/4" headphone 


Audio Input Cable (K) 


' adapter (P) 



Plug the cable coming out of the 
transmitter into the headphone output 
of your stereo or the audio output jack 
on your computer. Use the included h" 
headphone adapter (P) to convert the 
3.5mm plug to a h" plug as needed. 
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Warning: This product is designed to work with line level outputs or 
headphone outputs only. DO NOT connect it directly to speaker outputs, as 
it will permanently damage the transmitter. 



III. Powering the Speakers 

There are two options to power your wireless speakers: 



i. AC Power Adapter: 



Speaker 




Speaker power 
input jack (E) 



ii. C-cell Batteries: 




Battery 
compartment 
cover (D) 



1. Turn the speaker volume down by 
rotating the power/volume/ scan 
control (C) on the front of the 
speaker all the way to the left. 

2. Insert the small, round plug from 
one speaker AC power adapter (N ) 
into the speaker power input jack 
(E). 

3. Plug the other end of the speaker 
AC power adapter into any 
standard 120V AC wall outlet. 

Note: Be sure to use the speaker 
AC power adapters rated 15V DC 
800 mA 



1. Turn the speaker volume down by 
rotating the power/volume/ scan 
control (C) on the front of a 
speaker all the way to the left. 

2. Remove the battery compartment 
cover (D) on the rear of a speaker. 

3. Insert eight (8) C-cell batteries (not 
included) into the speaker 
following the polarity ("+" and 
"-") as diagrammed inside the 
battery compartment. 



4. Replace the battery compartment 
cover. 

Important: 

If you are using rechargeable batteries, the batteries will charge when the 
speakers are powered with the AC power adapters (the "standby/charging" 
light will illuminate green). The AC adapters will charge rechargeable N iM H 
or N iCd batteries. DO NOT attempt to charge any other batteries except 
those specified above. 
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III. Adjusting the Transmittet 




H. Audio level indicator light 



I. Transmitter power input jack 
J. Input level control 
K. Audio input cable 
L. Channel select switch 



1. Turn ON your audio source (i.e., A/V receiver, TV, stereo, etc.) and play music 
at a normal listening volume. 



2. Set the channel select switch (L) on the back of the transmitter to 1, 2 or 3. 
The transmitter provides three different broadcasting frequencies In the 
event that you experience poor reception or interference, try choosing a 
different frequency by moving the channel select switch to another position. 



3. Turn the input level control (J) all the way down (to your left if you are 
looking at the front of the transmitter). 



4. Check the audio level indicator light (H) on the front of the transmitter. If the 
light flickers intermittently (about half the time), proceed to the next step. If 
the light does not blink or is flickering very rapidly, turn the input level 
control (J) slowly UP to the right (your right looking from the front of the 
transmitter) until the light flickers intermittently. 

Note: If the light does not flicker, please check the following: 

- Confirm the transmitter AC power adapter (M ) is securely connected. 

- Confirm the cable from the transmitter is securely connected to the audio 
source output (TV, A/V receiver, etc.). 

- Move the input level control (J) all the way UP and check if the transmitter 
is connected to a variable audio output such as a headphone jack or TV 
audio output. Adjust the volume on the audio source up or down as 
necessary to make the audio level indicator light (H) flicker intermittently. If 
you are unclear as to the kind of output (variable or fixed) you are using, 
please see More Helpful Information on page 7. 
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-ineq a| jns („ya|„) aqDneb ap uonsod e| e (3) ijaip leueD/ouow/aqDneb 
|bubd np jnajeinwiuoD a| za|Bai 'a[uoqdoajaqs ua luawauuopuqj a| jnod £ 

■aiBap neaAju ne jnaued-ineq anbeqD ap awn|OA a| zaqsnfv z 

■jucupuB^s „DyHD/AaaiS» aBjeqD/aiuajie uaasjiu 
ap siubAoa sa| 'sawnne iuos „CH Nfll,, snaiq siubAoa sa| ia jnajiawsueji. 
np aDuanbay e| asjucquAs iuo sjnaued-ineq sa| anbsjoi ; anbjeway 

■sjnaued-ineq sap uos a| ajpuaiua sjo|b 
zauAap snoA : jnajjawsueji. np aDuanbay e| jns sasiuoiuAs iuos sjnaued-jneq 
sa| anb ouenbipuj snoA 'na|q ua iuojawn||e,s (v) „CBNn±„ uojiesjucquAs 
ap siubAoa san ■jnajiawsueji. np aDuanbay B| luasjuoiuAs sjnaued 
-ineq sa| anb ouepuad aBnoj ua iuawn||e,s (g) aBjeqD/aiuajie ua asjiu 
e| ap xnauioini sjubAoa san 'aqDjew ua jna|jed-ineq anbeqD aj^aai ap uye 
O) a6eAe|eq/awn|OAAaJJe-aqDjew ua as[LU ap sapuewwoD sa| jns zaAnddv 'I 

a6eAe|eq/aujn|OAAaJJB 
-aqDjeuj ua asjuj ap apuewuj03 -3 
(9yHD/AaaiS) aBjeqD/aiuaue 
ua asjuj B| ap xnaujiuni iubAoa - g 
ijojp leuBD/ououj/aqDneb (03 Nfll) uooesjuoiuAs 

|bubd np jnaiejnujujco - j B| ap xnauiwni iubAoa - v 





sjna|jed-ineq se| jasjuojuAs "Al 



IV. Tuning the Speakers 




A. Tuning indicator light (tuned) 

B. Standby/Charging indicator 
light (stdby/chrg) 

C. Power/volume/scan control 



F. Left/mono/right switch 



1. Push the power/volume/scan controls (C) to turn each speaker ON . The 
stand by/ charging indicators (B) will illuminate red while the speakers are 
tuning to the transmitter. The "tuned" indicators (A) will illuminate blue, 
indicating that the speakers are tuned to the transmitter, and you should 
hear sound coming from the speakers. 

Note: Once the speakers have tuned to the transmitter and the blue 
"tuned" indicators are on, the red "standby/charging" indicators will turn off. 



2. Adjust volume on each speaker as desired. 



3. For stereo operation, set the left/mono/right switch (F) to "left" on the 
speaker located to the left of the listener, and set the other speaker to 
"right" position. Set each speaker to "mono" for the best audio quality, if 
you plan on using one speaker in a different room from the other. 



4. The speaker will automatically retune if it loses the signal from the 

transmitter. However, you can also push the power/volume/scan control to 
retune the speaker at any time. While the speaker is tuning, the blue 
"tuned" indicator will turn off and the red "standby/charging" light will be 
lit. After locking onto the transmitter signal, the blue "tuned" indicator will 
come back on and the red "standby/charging" indicator light will turn off. 
Note: Interference in the form of static and/or distortion can sometimes 
be heard. If this occurs, confirm the transmitter/ speaker adjustments and 
indicators. If the problem persists refer to the Troubleshooting section 
of this manual. 



V. Turning the Speakers Off 



1. Push and hold the power/volume/ scan control (C) to turn each speaker OFF. 
You will need to hold the control for about 1.5 seconds for the speaker to 
turn off. 

2. Confirm that the speaker is off by verifying that the red "standby/charging" 
light and the blue "tuned" light are off. 

Note: If rechargeable batteries are installed (NiMH or NiCd only) and the 
speakers remain plugged in via the AC power adapters, the left 
"stand by/ charging" indicator light will glow green, even after the 
speakers have been turned off, indicating that the rechargeable batteries 
are being charged. 



VI. Recharging the Batteries 



The speaker will automatically charge the rechargeable batteries when the 
batteries are installed and the speaker is plugged in with the AC power adapter. 
The "stand by/ charging" indicator (B) will light up green to confirm that the 
batteries are being charged. 

Warning: The AW871 built-in charger will charge rechargeable NiMH or 
N iCd batteries only. DO N OT attempt to charge any other batteries except 
those specified above. 

Warning: If alkaline or other non-rechargeable batteries are installed, DO 
NOT plug in the speakers using the AC power adapters This can cause the 
batteries to leak and damage the speakers Only use rechargeable batteries if 
you intend to keep the speakers plugged in. 



VII. More Helpful Information 



i. About Fixed-Level Audio Outputs: 

A fixed-level, or line-level audio output is considered ideal since it provides an 
audio signal unchanged by adjustments to the audio source (stereo, etc.) 
volume control. 

Hint: Fixed-level audio outputs from stereo receivers/ amps will typically be 
designated as Tape, Tape 1, and Tape 2 outputs, or VCR audio output 
connections 

These outputs are frequently marked on A/V equipment as TAPE OUTPUT,' 
TAPE OUT,' TAPE REC, or TAPE RECORD or REC OUT' 
Please note: Jacks labeled PHONO, CD, LD, DVD or tape or VCR playback 
(PB) are IN PUTS and will not work with the transmitter. 
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■jnainawsueji. np 

luawaipuejq a| jnod jjAias luojjnod au la saaqua sap iuos ,(gd) >DVaAVld 
3dV±, anasseD e auoe|d e| ap ajnpai e| ajoDua no q/\q }a an '03 sjnaiD3| 
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■,ino Day, no .aycogy 3dv± , no ,ogy 3dvi , ',±no 3dv±, Mndino 

3dV±, suonepdde sa| jed saa^ouap! iiiaAnos iuos ojpne sapjos sa3 

BadoDSOiaubew sap Ojpne sapjos no 
Z adei, no ,1 adei , ',adej_, z no \ anasseD e sauoe|d sap sapjos : saiueAjns 
saoinos sa| jed saauBsap iuawa|ejaua6 luojas oaiajs sjnaieDLjiidwe sap 
la sjnajdaoaj sap lueuaAOjd axjj, neaAju ap ojpne sapjos san : nasuoa uiad 

■('Dja 'oaiaqs auieip) ojpne aunos e| ap awn|OA ap 
neaAju ap siuawaqsnfe sa| jed ajaije sed isa.u mb ajouos |bu6e un ajnoojd ana 
jbd 'aieapi pjoddbj ap uoado.i qsa 'auBn ap apjos no 'ax^ neaAju ap apjos aun 
: saxjj, ojpne sajiios sa| jns sanbjewaj sanb|anO -j 



S3|j)n S4U3iueu6j9SU3)j "ha 
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ap jaiua; svd 3N 'iuawa|nas p3[N no qwiN sa||d sa[ luawanboewoine 
BjaBjeqDaj I/.8MV sap ajBaiuj jnaBjeip an : luawassnjaAV 

■aBjeqDaj ap sjnoD ua iuos sa||d sa| anb jawjiiuoD 
ap uye iba ua ejaujn||B,s (g) aBjeip/aiuajie ua asnjj ap iubAoa an - \/D JnaiDas 
jnaieidepe,| ap asjiuajiua,! jed aipuejq 'jnaued-ineu, a| la saanejsui iuos sa||d 
sa| anbsjoi saiqeaBjeqDaj sa||d sa| luawanbnewoiine ejabjeip jnaued-ineu, an 



se|id se| jaftjeipay *ia 
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i| sjna|jed-}nei| se| aj^N 'A 
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■jna^aLusuBJi 

ai jnod luessind luswujesyjns |eu6s un ajinpojd ap uiie oipne 3unos 
B| ap aain|OA np neaAju a| jaqsnfe ajja-jnad zajAap snoA 13 sjnaued-ineq sa| 
suep zapuajua snoA anb uos np amenb e| jaiajie ;nad 033 ■jna^aLusueji ne 
sioia ibuBb np aajcy e| zanuiiinp no zajuaoibne snoA 'oipne aDjnos e| ap uos 
a| zanuiujip no zajuauiBne snoA anb ajnsaiu e ;a jn; nv 'oajaqs auieqD) 
aDjnos B| ap awn|OA ap neaAiu np uojpuoj, ua aBueqD inb ojpne |eu6is un 
jnaaaujsuej; ne ajnoojd 'SunasjAaiaisujeijaD ap \/D\d s3njos sa| jns no 3}noD3,p 
anbseD ap asud aun jns 3Anoj}3j uo,| anb apj 'aiqeueA ne3Aiu ap anjos aun 
: aiqeueA neaAju ap sapjos sap sodojd e sanhieuiai sanbjanO -m 

■adoDsojauBeuj np anb[un oipne 3qjos 
6| e „a„ jnsieidepe awapcnap np a|ew aqDij anbjunj sind ',x, Jnaieidepe 
aoiajxnap np sapujaj. sasud xnap xne snpuj „a„ jnaieidepe aiqp 
np lueuaAOjd saiqnop voy saiqp sa| zaubiof ■sapwai, voy sasud xnap 
ja 3[blu \/D\d ai-P!l a l nas aun J3lJ0duj0D }iop n ■sjnaued-ineq S3D D3ab snpu[ 
„A„ jnaieidepe aiqp np luajajjjp isa n „a„ voy aiqp aqne un jajnoojd 
snoA z3JA3p snoA '(ojpne aiiuos a|nas 3un) ouow isa (voy adAi 3p sasud ap 
aaiop oipne aoinos aqne ainoi no) adoDsoiaubew ajiOA g : iiasuoa vi^A 

■uos a| zaipuaiua snoA 3nb jnod uoEjAaiai 3p uossjiua 3un no aiiasseDoapiA 
3un janof nop adoDsoiauBew 3| 3nb snoA-z3|3ddej 'adoDsoiauBew 
un,p sbxlj Ojpne sanjos sa| zapjODDej snoA anbsjon : |iasuo3 )j)3d 

saxij sjnofnoi. juaujanbuejd 
juos sadoDso;au6euj sap oueuaAOjd sa^os san ■(snossap-p aiqeueA neaAju ap 
sajijos sa| jns sanbjeiuay uo^Das e| zaiinsuoD) aiqeueA neaAju ap juaujaiqeqojd 
juos sa||a 'Buie saaubisap sed juos au sa||a is ,'l3a|as, no ,paxy, ' ,iuejsuo3, 
ap luou a| luaAnos ju33Jod sjn3S|A3|3i S3p 3xi} ne3Aiu 3p oipne sbijjos S3"| 



Fixed-level outputs from TVs are usually marked as 'Constant,' 'Fixed,' or 
'Select.' If they are not marked as such, they are probably variable outputs (see 
"About Variable-Level Audio Outputs" below). Outputs from VCFsare almost 
always fixed. 

Hint: When connecting to the audio outputs of a VCR, remember that the 
VCR must be playing a tape or showing a TV channel for sound to be 
produced. 

Hint: If your VCR (or other audio source with RCA jacks) only has a single 
audio output, you will need another RCA "Y" cable. It differs from the "Y" 
Cable Adapter included with these speakers It will have a single male RCA 
plug and 2 female RCA jacks Connect the dual RCA plugs from the 
included "Y" cable adapter to the 2 female RCA jacks on the second "Y" 
cable, and then connect the single male RCA plug of the second "Y" cable 
to the single audio output of the VCR 

ii. About Variable-Level Audio Outputs: 

A variable-level output, such as a headphone jack or certain RCA-type outputs, 
provides an audio signal that changes with the volume level set on the audio 
source (stereo, etc.). As the volume of the audio source is adjusted up and 
down, so is the audio signal strength sent to the transmitter. This can affect 
the quality of sound generated by the speakers, and may require an 
adjustment of the volume level of the audio source to produce a signal strong 
enough for the transmitter. 

Hint: On most bookshelf-type or compact stereo systems, inserting a 
headphone plug into the headphone jack results in automatic cutoff of the 
regular, or hard-wired speakers 

Hint: Most TVs regardless of age or price, have variable outputs. If you are 
unsure which of your TV audio outputs is fixed, refer to the TV instruction 
manual. Some TVs have outputs that can switch between variable and 
fixed. When given a choice, fixed is always recommended. 
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VIII. Troubleshooting 




The following troubleshooting guide takes you through some of the more 
common problems associated with the installation and/or operation of a wireless 
system. If the problem persists, please call 1-800-732-6866 and a knowledgeable 
customer service representative will assist you. 



Issue: 



Cause and solution: 



No 

sound 



Issue: 



• Check that the transmitter AC power adapter is fully inserted into the wall 
outlet and the power cord from the AC adapter is firmly connected to the 
transmitter power input jack 

• Confirm that the speakers are turned ON and tuned to the transmitter - 
the blue "tuned" indicator light should be glowing steadily. 

• Confirm that the speaker AC power adapters are fully inserted into the wall 
outlet and the power cord from each AC power adapter is firmly 
connected to the speaker power input jack. 

or 

• Check that the C-cell batteries are fresh and inserted with correct polarity 
(+, -)■ 

• Check that the audio source component (stereo, TV, etc.) is turned on and 
transmitting sound as it normally should. 

• Check that the speaker volume is turned up. 

• If you are using a Tape 2 M onitor output from your receiver/ amp as the 
audio output, check that you have pressed the Tape Monitor/Tape 2 
button on the front of the receiver. This will turn on the Tape 2 outputs, 
which may not have been active. 

Cause and solution: 



No 

sound/ 

distortion/ 

static 



or 



When using battery power, make sure the batteries are fresh and replace 
if necessary. 

Check that the speaker "tuned" indicator light is illuminated blue. 
Check that the transmitter audio level indicator light is flickering 
intermittently. If the light is not intermittent and you know you are using 
a fixed level audio source, play music on your audio source while adjusting 
the input level control on the back of the transmitter. Adjust the level 
control until the light begins to blink intermittently again. 

If the transmitter is connected to a variable output, make sure the output 
level control wheel is turned all the way up, and adjust the volume 
on the audio source up or down as necessary to make the light flicker 
intermittently. 

Change the position of the channel select switch (1, 2 or 3) to change the 
operating frequency. The speaker will detect the loss of signal and 
retune automatically. However, you can also press the power/volume/scan 
control once to make the speaker retune. 

Change the location of the transmitter. Place it as high and away from 
obstructions as possible. Avoid placing the transmitter directly on top of or 
behind a TV. 

Move the transmitter and speakers closer together. Sending the signal 
through certain materials such as glass, tile, and metal, can decrease the 
effective transmitting distance of the system. 
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■siAeajd sues jabusqD luaAnad suojiBDjiJDads la suopuoj sai 
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IX. Specifications & Features 



Transmitter 

Omnidirectional 

Effective transmitting range: up to 300 feet* 
Adjustable audio level input 

3 selectable broadcast frequencies (between 912.5 and 914.5 MHz) 
Line audio input with 3.5mm stereo mini plug {h" headphone adapter and 
"Y" cable included) 
UL-listed AC power adapter 

Speakers 

Push-button, auto-lock tuning 

10 Watts per channel RM S (each speaker) 

Two-way acoustic suspension design 

1" dome tweeter; 4" woofer 

Integrated power/tuning/volume control (front face) 

Left/ mono/ right switch (rear face) 

Frequency response: 20Hz - 20kHz 

Signal-to-noise ratio >55dB 

Stereo separation >20dB 

Distortion: <1.5% 

*Maximum range; results may vary according to environment. 



This device complies with part 15 of the FCC rules. Operation is subject to the 
following two conditions: 1) This device may not cause harmful interference 
and 2)This device must accept any interference received, including interference 
that may cause undesired operation. 

Changes or modifications not expressly approved by the party responsible for 
compliance could void the users authority to operate the equipment. 

Features and specifications subject to change without notice. 



X. Warranty 



ONE YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY 

Recoton Corporation (the Company) warrants to the original retail purchaser of 
this product that should the product or any part thereof be proven defective in 
material or workmanship within One Year from the date of original purchase, 
such defects will be replaced without charge for parts or labor. This warranty 
does not apply to any incidental or consequential damages To obtain 
replacement within the terms of this warranty, the product should be delivered, 
transportation prepaid, to the Dealer where purchased or to the Company, 
along with proof of date of purchase. Call 1-800-RECOTON to obtain 
information regarding the procedure for proper return of your product, if your 
Dealer does not honor the warranty. This warranty is valid in the USA and 
Canada only. 

THIS WARRANTY DOES NOT APPLY TO ANY PRODUCT OR PART 
THEREOF WHICH HAS BEEN DAMAGED THROUGH ALTERATION, 
MISHANDLING, MISUSE, NEGLECT OR ACCIDENT. THIS WARRANTY 
IS IN LIEU OF ALL OTHER WARRANTIES, EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED, 
AND NO PERSON OR REPRESENTATIVE IS AUTHORIZED TO ASSUME 
FOR THE COMPANY ANY OTHER LIABILITY IN CONNECTION WITH 
THE SALE OF THIS PRODUCT SOME STATES DO NOT ALLOW 
LIMITATIONS ON HOW LONG AN IMPLIED WARRANTY LASTS OR 
THE EXCLUSION OR LIMITATIONS OF INDIRECT INCIDENTAL OR 
CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGE SO THE ABOVE LIMITATIONS OR 
EXCLUSIONS MAY NOT APPLY TO YOU. 

This warranty gives you specific legal rights and you may also have other rights 
which vary from state to state. 
NON-WARRANTY SERVICE 

If non-warranty service is required, the product may be sent to the Company 
for repair/replacement, transportation prepaid, by calling 
1-800-RECOTON for details complete instructions, and service fee charges 
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Recoton Accessories, Inc. 
2950 Lake Emma Road 
Lake Mary, FL 32746 
© 2003 Recoton 
www.acoustic-research.com 
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